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Becky’s Story – A Real Story Special presented by Fiona Bruce
BBC1, 10.35pm, Tuesday, August 29
‘She was expected to pull herself away from the most  terrifying number of serious sexual predators – a network of abusers threatening to kill her, her family, to stab her, punching her in the stomach, all these things, that’s pretty scary for a 14 year old child.’

Becky is just 14. She’s lives in a residential care home. Staff there fear she’s being prostituted and abused by paedophiles who threaten her and her family – but she is still allowed to come and go as she pleases.

One suspected paedophile even arrives in his car to collect her – while staff watch, apparently powerless to stop her. Becky says he drives her back to his flat where his girlfriend ‘dolls her up’ and she is [plied with drink and drugs before she then has sex with him and his friends.

Becky’s Story- A Real Story Special shows how the care system fails to protect vulnerable children in care from paedophiles and other abusers.

During the course of a six month investigation, the BBC discovered a catalogue of errors and missed opportunities to help her. But, according to experts consulted by the BBC, she is just one of thousands of children who are at risk because of poor working practises within social services.

Liz Davies, senior lecturer in Child Protection at the Metropolitan University of London, says Becky has been ignored and numerous opportunities to help her have been missed. She is, she says, lucky to be alive.
‘This child’s voice has not been heard and if you’re looking at all the child abuse inquiries we’ve had since 1945, hundreds of children have died from abuse and there have been subsequent inquiries. We have all the knowledge we need to know to protect children and the one clear message coming through again and again is ‘listen to the voice of the child.’
‘She [Becky] was expected to pull herself away from the most  terrifying number of serious sexual predators – a network of abusers threatening to kill her, her family, to stab her, punching her in the stomach, all these things, that’s pretty scary for a 14 year old, 15 year old child.’
Liz and her colleague Nora Duckett, a social work expert, studied Becky’s case in detail. We didn’t tell them who she was or where she was from but asked them to carry out a detailed analysis of her case. They uncovered a catalogue of mistakes and errors in the handling of Becky’s case and a series of missed opportunities to help her.

Nora said:

‘It seems from very early on, she wasn’t believed. My overall impression for Becky is that there’s been a series of opportunities along the way for professionals whose job it is to protect children to help her but these opportunities have been lost. She’s tried to help by telling her story and each time she tells the story she’s shut up, she’s not heard, she’s not listened to…..

‘The worst case scenario for Becky is that she will be missed, she will be lost in this murky sea of abusive networks. The very worst case scenario is that she dies, she disappears or dies.’
Andrew Webb of the Association of Directors of Social Services says social workers are powerless to stop a child leaving a children’s home – even if they believe that child is at risk.

‘The only protection that your likely to succeed with in that very short and immediate window when a child is about to go is ultimately to lock a door on them and that’s illegal.

‘We are bound by regulation which is an appropriate set of regulations by and large to not curtail young people’s liberty – they have rights. Human rights. The issue isn’t one of the care home – it’s an issue of the men who are prepared to have sex with children and pay money to have sex with children.’

And he admits:

‘The care system doesn’t protect young people from sexual exploitation…the outcome for many children and young people is really very poor.’’

The BBC can’t identify the Local Authority involved in Becky’s case for fear of identifying Becky herself. For the same reason, her story has been dramatised but the reconstruction is all based on fact.

Becky’s Story also follows 22-year old Rachel – a working prostitute in Manchester. Like Becky, she went through the care system and was abused by older men. She’s now a homeless crack and heroin addict. She says her life went off the rails as soon as she went into care. Like a lot of children in the care system, she was also targeted by a paedophile.

Rachel tells the programme:
‘You could do whatever you wanted, drinking, smoking anything you know what I mean - it’s freedom isn’t it, you can do whatever you want, no one bother you.

 ‘I was actually living on the street, staying on the street and one day I remember it raining I said ‘ain’t you got anywhere at all’ and they said: ‘yeah, there’s a guy, and they took me to a guy and that’s how it all started off started staying there, and I felt I had to have sex with him because I couldn’t give him anything else. You know what I mean. It wasn’t like I loved him or anything I was simply going with him because I was staying with him really.’

She was 15 and he was 37 and she had his baby which was immediately taken into care.

Barnado’s Ginny Wilkinson says there are thousands of children just like Rachel and Becky who are exploited and getting little or no help. And that’s because there are huge failings within the care system.

‘There’s no proper guidance in that area about how people who are looking after children should be trained, how they work together, how they speak and talk to young people about what’s happening to them and therefore of course that means those young people will be failed.’

And there are other reasons why more and more children are at risk, she says.

‘We know that the police do not see child protection as a police priority – it is lower down the line than burglary. Child protection is not what is called a ‘police national performance target’. That means they don’t have to produce figures about how many successful cases they have in protecting children.’
Becky is now 15 and has been placed in foster care. Rachel continues to work as a prostitute.
Note to Editors:

Becky’s Story – A Real Story Special will be broadcast on BBC1 at 10.35pm on Tuesday, August 29.

For further information please contact the producer Carl Johnston on 07778 391983 or via e-mail carl.johnston@bbc.co.uk 

Alternatively contact the BBC Press Office on………

Pictures taken during the drama reconstruction are available.

Programme experts:

Liz Davies is a senior lecturer in child protection at the Metropolitan University of London. An advisor to the police on child protection matters, she has conducted three serious case reviews. Whilst working in Harrow she completed the internal social services review of the case of Aliyah Ismail who died age 13 years following an overdose of methadone. This case received much publicity and raised many issues concerning the sexual exploitation of young people which later contributed to changes in government policy. Subsequently she investigated the case in relation to other young people involved with the same abuse network.

For more information go to: http://www.londonmet.ac.uk/depts/dass/staff/lizdavies/
Nora Duckett is a senior lecturer in social work at Metropolitan University of London. She has worked in the field of social work since 1985. She qualified as a social worker in 1994. In 1999 she joined the NSPCC and worked to develop a service for young women sexually exploited through prostitution. This London-wide service involved direct work with young women, outreach and evidence based research and practice, multi agency work with statutory services such as the Metropolitan Police and voluntary services such as Centrepoint and Barnardo’s as well as consultation and training. She went on to manage a central government funded strategy project for young people who run away from care and home. This was part of a youth homelessness organisation called Safe in the City.

For more information go to: http://www.londonmet.ac.uk/depts/dass/staff/noraduckett/ 
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